An Election Post-Mortem 


WHAT HAPPENED IN BISHIP'S CITY ELECTION LAST WEEK MAY SHOW A TREND OF VOTER DISPLEASURE WITH 
GOVERNMENT - AND PROVIDES SOME SIGNALS FOR ACTION IN INYO COUNTY'S 1978 POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS. 

W HY, ASKS THE ELECTION ANALYST (USUALLY A MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE), does one candidate win, 
and another lose? Yilhat did the one say or do to win the public approval, and vhat did 
the other say or do to rouse displeasure? In Inyo County at least, such questions get 
few answers. The political post-mortems usually reveal a campaign pathology rich in speculat¬ 
ion but stubbornly lacking in easy, computable facts. 

The day after the election, the observers and participants alike find themselves happily 
or sadly in that best of perspective relationships, the viewing place from which all things 
past may be seen with the crys- 



LIMITED CIRCULATION 
Published weekly 


talline clarity of 20/20 hind¬ 
sight. 

Even from that lofty view¬ 
point, far more questions than 
answers come into focus. Some¬ 
body won, somebody lost, thatb 
clear, but not much else is, 
and that's that. But at Bishop 
last week, at least one other i 
image flickered like an intuitional prompting 
into the thoughts of many in Inyo; a suspicion 
borne out by other accumulative evidence, that 
the electorate here and elsewhere has gone on 
a let's-change-everything-throw-the-rascals- 
out binge. And the feeling in no way'detracts 
from last week's winners who clearly worked 
long and hard for the votes they got, while the 
losers inexplicably did not. 

In Inyo County at least there is increas¬ 
ing evidence to suggest that "issues," as such, 
rarely are the determining factors in many of 
the county's elections. More likely it appears 
that each individual voter contrives to evolve 
his or her own gut-re3ponses into whatever ra¬ 
tionalization is most comfortably accomodating 
to his personal social, economic, racial, re¬ 
ligious or ethical self-interest. In other 
words, participative Democracy at its provin¬ 
cial best with the public attitude finding ex¬ 
pression in who runs things at the courthouse 
or the city hall or the school boardj the best 
reflection of popular need and sentiment, all 
"issues" aside. It is Ike and Adlai revisited. 

VELth all the old clearer and dearer "is¬ 
sues" long since enshrouded by the special and 
contrived nonwords of bureaucracy, many voters 
genuinely feel they no longer have any real 
say in what's happening or what it costs. And 
what's happening is far too obscure to be very 
trustworthy. And'out of these vague suspicions 
has arisen, ever since Watergate, another sus¬ 
picion: that whoever is "in" should probably 
best be put "out," at least until they rewrite 
all the burdensome regulations and tax struc¬ 
tures and bureau forms into simple English un¬ 
derstandable enough to prevent anybody hiding 
behind them. Only in the atmosphere of such as 
these sentiments could a drastic measure like 
the popular Jarvis Initiative (California's 
one, big, single "issue") ever find Support, 
not to mention a very good chance of winning. 

As the sun dawned on the post-election 
morning last Wednesday at Bishop, "P^te" Pear¬ 
son, a barbecue stand manager, and Jane Fish¬ 
er, a deposed city clerk, were "in" as city 
council members, and, by a strong, even dazz¬ 
ling majority, Ken Birmingham, a former mayor, 
and Howard Knox, were "out." 

Neither of them much wanted to talk about 
it, but Knox told a reporter "I thinlf there is 
a trend. V fo had it two years ago whery three in¬ 
cumbents were defeated. This trend is part of., i 
it, but not all...Well, I really don t want to 
(See ELECTION POST-MORTEM, Page 3) 
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SCHOOL JOBS PROGRAM ISSUE 


QUESTIONS OF FAVORITISM AND ELIGIBILITY 
PROMPT A CETA INVESTIGATION OF RECORDS 


N O ONI 

r/L 


ONE AS YET SEEMS ABLE TO DEFINE THE]SS- 
but a state CETA official will arrive 
Independence late this week to invest¬ 
igate and audit the entire county schools CETA 
job project. 

Allan Riley, CETA's state field repres¬ 
entative, had given the county schools office 
two weeks, or until March 17, "to get their hi¬ 
ring records in order." It came to light late 
last week that there had been numerous compl¬ 
aints about missing records, and accusations of 
"favoritism" in hiring practices. "The schools 
are in a very touchy situation. I don't know 
if they're aware of it," says Jennifer Duncan, 
the Inyo CETA co-ordinator who, with Riley, is 
attempting to sort out documentation of recent 
hirings. She said she was told by state CETA 
office officials that if eligibility in "sev¬ 
eral" hiring cases cannot be verified, then 
the county schools may have to "pay back sev¬ 
eral hundred thousand dollars to the state of¬ 
fice." 

Duncan said she had gone to the school 
office last week to get the CETA records and 
that School Superintendent Melvin Berna3coni 

(See CETA PROGRAM, Page 7) 


NEWS BRIEFS' 

A "LANDMARK" DECISION; ANOTHER 
PLANE CRASH; SCOUT MEMBERSHIP 
_ DRIVE; AND A HARVARD STUDENT 

] N ’WHAT MANY CONSIDER TO BE A "LANDMARK" CASE, 
Inyo Superior Court Judge Verne Summers has 
.. issued an early ruling which affirms 
the claim of independent truck operators that 
they are in fact independent operators,to be 
paid as such, and not subject to union demands 
or dues. The decision, if it stands unaltered 
by an appeal, may have far reaching effects in 
California, and could lead to the return of 
millions of dollars to truckers who, as sub¬ 
contractors , were paid as employees wh ose pay 
checks were considerably reduced by the deduc¬ 
tions for various union benefits. The case 
before Summers came out of a Death Valley in¬ 
cident in which a road contractor had "hired" 
an independent operator as a sub-contractor, 
but paid him as an employee subject to union 
payroll deductions. 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page A) 





















| y»>»NOTES FROM S./C.««« 

"ONLY A TALK ON SEX," says Sup¬ 
ervisorial Candidate Lefty Ir¬ 
win, could have drawn more at¬ 
tention, or people, to a recent 
public discussion at Bishop* Ir¬ 
win was trying to describe the 
turnout at a meeting called by 
the Eastern Sierra Community 
Service District which wanted 
to let people know they can save 
a lot of dollars by installing 
their own lateral hookups to the[ 


i 


BENETT KESSLER 


new Bishop sewer system# The do-it-yourselfers 
were there in full force; first time we f ve re¬ 
ported the 3R0 sign for a plumbing production# 

& # 

THERE'S A LOT YOU CAN'T KNOW about folks you 
may (or may not) want to hire these days. Rec¬ 
ently approved by the Fair Employment Practic¬ 
es Commission is a law that limits what you 
nmy ask on a job application* Examples: Don't 
ask questions that would identify age groups 
hO to 6h years old; don't ask about the appli¬ 
cant's birthplace (after all, he might have 
come from Texas and who would want THAT spread 
around I?); no questions about race or relig¬ 
ion; don't ask about arrests (although you can 
ask if there are any convictions); etc* The i- 
dea, of course, is to get rid of petty dis¬ 
criminations. In other words, if you are 126 
years old, green, born on Mars and worship the 
god Thor, named Charlie Mary and indistinguish¬ 
able as to male or female, you stand as good a 
chance as anybody of getting a job, even if 
you have been arrested several times on the 
suspicion that you eat people. Right? 

* * it 

THIS YEAR'S CANDIDATES better be up on their 
plans and programs for the senior citizens. 
Inyo is^ fast becoming a favored retirement ar¬ 
ea. At Lone Fine, membership in the local chap¬ 
ter of the AARP (American Association for Re¬ 
tired People) has soared to 3^0. Their reasons 
for joining: food co-op, special classes in the 
Lifetime Learning Program, group activities 
and projects, etc. They've found a lot of uni¬ 
fication - and information - in Clarence Stree¬ 
ter's AARP News-letter. They'll be voting in 
strength this year since the name of the game 
is Senior Citizen Participation «• .in everything 
that affects their lives. 

it it it 

HOT, IN THE NAME OF EVERYTHING DECENT, have we 
somehow managed to alienate our "Senior Citi¬ 
zens" into a minority set aside? Are the inex¬ 
perienced "young" so furiously pursuing their 
own "thing" that the older family members are 
in the way? History shows that other cultures 
that ignored or excluded their elders did not 
survive. And on the other hand, those that re¬ 
spected, even venerated, the elders, and list¬ 
ened to the wisdom born of experience, surviv¬ 
ed everything. Sometimes, the "young" should 
sit down and Listen, not talk. Most of the gen¬ 
uinely interesting, intelligent, honest and 
attractive — people we know are well past "mid¬ 
dle age," whatever that is. 

it it it 

RUMORS (VERIFIED KIND): More top key personnel 
from county offices are out job-hunting. Tired 
of red tape, bureaucracy, poor leadership,(and 
in one case,) wa^e inequities. Look for moj^e ■ 
vjoignations in coming weeks. 

* * * 
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VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: Bishop's Yan 
Kinney. Right now, she's playing the heavy in 
the League of Women Voters dramatization of 
the "Oeneral Plan" issue. She plays "The Plan," 
and suffers throughout with an old military 
uniform - and no costume change. She keeps busy 
and well-informed. Always into everything, but 
takes the time for a friendly chat. 

it it it 

BEST COUNTY JOB APPOINTMENT WE KNOW OF: that 
of Lynn Morra, to fill the spot vacated recent¬ 
ly by Kenney Scruggs who resigned as secretary 
to the planning commission. Iynn moves to the 
planning office from the D.A.*s office. Smart, 
efficient. But now what will the D.A. do? 

it it it 

DON'T LET THE GROUNDWATER PUMPING HEADLINES 
fool you. The Department of Water and Power is 
still very fuzzy about answering questions as 
to whether they've really decided to cut back, 
or for how long. 

it it it 

A GROUP OF AGING DISASTER SURVIVORS met over 
the past weekend at Los Angeles - to talk over 
once more the second largest disaster in Cali¬ 
fornia history, the St. Francis dam collapse 
above Newhall. More than lj.00 people died and 
property (more than 900 buildings) worth mil¬ 
lions was swept away, just hours after William 
Mulholland (the L.A. Heroi) had pronounced it 
"safe." It was part of the Owens Valley Aque¬ 
duct system. One survivor was asked late last 
week why there was no more publicity, more na¬ 
tional attention, drawn to the biggest mess 
since the San Francisco earthquake. "A polit¬ 
ical cover-up," she said. Mulholland and his 
cronies made fortunes off their projects - and 
they're still creating disasters. 

* # it 

MORE VPP's: G.A. and Claudine Logsdon of In¬ 
dependence, who as owners of Ray's Den Motel, 
play host and hostess to many of the county's 
visitors. They spend hours updating the place 
and their customers remember them. 

?- it it it 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: "Being paranoid does not 
mean they're not still trying to get you," says 
Don MacLean, musician making a comeback. Six 
years ago he turned out a nine-minute hit cal¬ 
led "American Ble" and that was about it. But 
now he's cut a couple of new albums. Not bad, 
if you dig the style. 

it it it 

A SERIOUS WARNING TO POT SMOKERS: An agreement 
between the American and Mexican governments *, 
allows the spraying of a herbicide on marijua¬ 
na fields. It's called Paraquat. An official 
government warning was to be announced over the * 
weekend - to the effect that paraquat-sprayed 
"grass" causes "irreversible lung damage" when 
smoked. They're spraying all they can find, 
but even your friendly corner pusher wouldn't 
know the difference. And That night take care 
of That. With thousands of acres already spray¬ 
ed, no dope now in California is considered 
"safe," says the state health department. The 
herbicide treatment is expected to continue un¬ 
til Mexico rids itself of the "grass" problem. 
High time* 

■it it it 

"BETWEEN THE WARS" is a new 16-week television 
series produced by Alan Landsburg ("In Search 

(See B.K., Page 3) 












Mar. 13, 1978 


INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 


Page 3 


B.K., Continued 
of") and featuring retired Commentator Eric Sev- 
areid. The series, to be presented Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m., begins April £, and traces Ameri¬ 
ca's diplomatic history from the 1919 Treaty of 
Versailles through Pearl Harbor. Newsreel film 
clips are a feature of the shew, which is spon¬ 
sored by Mobil. Recommended by the National Ed¬ 
ucation Association, it is doubtless one of the 
year's best, and shows what TV can do when it 
really wants to. 

} ‘ * * * 

BIG PLANS IN THE MILL for the NEWS-LETTER: In 
about three weeks^ improved reproduction, more 
v pages, good photo coverage. More on that later. 

* ■«• * 

"TO PROMOTE, MANAGE AND PARTICIPATE in jubilees, 
festivals, entertainments and celebrations of 
all kinds...for the purpose of advertising the 
City of Bishop..,I', so read the by-laws of the 
Bishop Homecoming and Labor Day Association, as 
quqted in a press release from Jim Broady who 
in this U5th year of BHIDA's organized exuber¬ 
ance takes on the task of publicity-getting. 
(And if Jim accompanies his releases with the 
kind of letter he wrote us, he'll get a lot of 
it}) Jim announces that Phil Hutton, 32, has 
been named president of the association, repla¬ 
cing George Hitchborn. Phil's father moved to 
Bishop in the same year that the promotional 
group was formed - 1933, which may or may not 
be an indication he grew up with it. His goal: 
increased membership. In that he promises pros¬ 
pective volunteers that working with the Home¬ 
coming crowd can be very rewarding, "not to 
mention a darn good time." Probably true, if 
your civic tastes run to barbecues, parades, 
and a long list of fun 

crowd gets in-to. Want to help? Call Phil at 
Conte1, where he is employed, or Jim, at 873“ 
7HH9. And why not?- A good chance to get out 
and meet people and do things....A big summer 
ahead. 

# & # 

AND TOTH THAT, OF COURSE, Riil, Jim, George 
- and Phil's wife Janice (They live on Highland 
Drive) - achieve instant and automatic listing 
with tire VPP's..,which they are. Just call us, 
Jim, anyoldtime. 

A READER ASKS IF V/E REPORT GOSSIP in this col¬ 
umn. Yes. Next question? 

* # # 

ANOTHER READER reports a "vague discomfort" 
when he reads what he calls "cynicism about ev¬ 
erything governmental," and suggests that if 
- such reportage is overdone, it might push a sen¬ 
sitive reader "in the wrong direction." True, 
the media everywhere - and the people - have 
come to feel that even when government does the 
right tiring, it often does it for the wrong re¬ 
ason and with more concern for political exped¬ 
iency than for the benefit of the people. It is 
obvious that all government is not '''bad," but 
even at its best, it is still government. •> And 
the less of that, the better. 

AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY be good news... ev¬ 
ery day,.., 

Sincerely, ; 


ELECTION POST-MORTEM, Continued 

go into it; I based my campaign on ray record 

of two and a half years and on future goals." 

But Knox went on to reveal perhaps at 
least ope of the factors of his defeat: "I 
didn't go out on a door-to-door campaign, and 
that is an effective campaign gimmick." In 
other words, he coasted. 

"Gimmick" or not, in a day when people 
feel removed, alienated from personal contact 
with government, door-to-door-person-to-per- 
son campaigning has evolved not a3 a mere opt¬ 
ional technique, but as a full-blown condition 
of qualification. Career, who came from pea¬ 
nuts to Presidency in fewer years than we like 
to think about, proved that. It is an item not 
overlooked by June's candidates. 

Tpe hindsight view from Ken Birmingham 
was less introspective: "No comment," he said, 
but offered a little; "There are obvious rea¬ 
sons. I appreciate having served Bishop. I re¬ 
spect the wishes and desires of the people. 
They're going to get what they've got, so to 
speak. I have personal reasons, but that's be¬ 
tween me and my conscience." 

Significant of qourse is the fact that 
both Knpx and Birmingham were on the city coun¬ 
cil that voted unanimously last year to fire 
Jane Fisher from her job as Bishop City Clerk. 
Many in her wide circle of friends just may 
have resented that action (and the city offic¬ 
ials have yet to turn up with tangible evidence 
to support it), and though they were unprot¬ 
esting- at the time, they voiced their view in 
the privacy of the voting booth - that cherish¬ 
ed and secret place where the "silent majori¬ 
ty" so effectively vents its anger, wages its 
vendettas, seeks its revenge and rewards its 
heroes. All the better if the heroes are mar¬ 
tyred by a system already distrusted. 

And why all that distrust? -In the close 
community of Inyo where governmental things 
and actions eventually stand nakedly revealed, 
distrust arises not so much out of a suspicion 
of malfeasance as it does out of a system that 
few know or understand. Voters, who like ever¬ 
ything packaged in compatible black and white 
simply cannot trust that which they do not 
know and which they cannot handily reduce to 
easy terms of self-interest. There is also a 
trait, probably an admirable one, of the Inyo 
folk-character: the voters' tendency to elect 
as if by rote anyone they think has been un¬ 
fairly treated by official power. Even the 
most irredeemable scoundrel is deemed worthy 
of Inyo's idea of fair play, if nothing else. 

The councilman-elect, Pearson, touched 
on public distrust in a post-election inter¬ 
view: "Government has become so technical that 
most elected officials are not in touch ■with 
th,e common needs and priorities of the people." 

By that measure then, what has Pearson 
to offer? In reply, he says first of all that 
he has fan education in common sense" as oppos- 
ed, presumably, to what he calls 'Formally ed¬ 
ucated politicians" who, in effect, "become 
immersed in technicalities." 

Such as Knox and Birmingham? -"The peo¬ 
ple," says Pearson, "did not have faith in 
them. They couldn't relate to them." Pearson, 
who is 28, was brought up in the generation in 
(See ELECTION POST-MORTEM, Page 7) 
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LETTERS AND COMMENT 


ly. Letters should not exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 
are most likely to be published. Address your statement to Box 531, Independence. 


NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time-, 
ot exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 



SOUTHERN INYO HOSPITAL: 

MORE CRITICISM - AND A REPLY 

Dears Sirs: 

I am befuddle, befogged, and lost as to 
what type of sheet you two editing - Is it a 
gossip sheet, a fiction news letter, or just 
a expression of your worldly opinions? 

Your coverage of Southern Irjyo Hospital, 
is something to behold, with a new character 
added, who seems to be a good foil for "omie" 
and company. 

It seems rather strange that in your 
fact-finding missions, that you have administ¬ 
rator, who is employed in Done fine, and spends 
all his salary in f'ishop. This is’something 
that Done Pine, can ill afford du^ to its size, 
and do not think your reader's would be in fav¬ 
or of it. But seemingly such a slight is not 
of import to you two editors. 

From this end, I am at a loss (must be 
others), whether you are running a "YJinchell", 
rag, sorry miss you are not old enough to rem¬ 
ember the "master" - or are you attempting to 
make it half news and the rest gossip - your 
reproductions, waste of money and plain lousy, 
one Tould not know if it was John Doe, or Jane 
Doe. 

The comment on the Ridgecrest paper, 
must have been fill-in stuff - fo? he tried 
and was burnt, and he is smart enough to know 
the death rate on papers today is tremendous 
(see U.S. News) he will cogitate a long time 
before taking a second leapi Oh I'gladly will 
get out the crying 1 towel if it will assuage 
your grief. 

In conclusion I am convinced you are 
wasting the talents of a good and honest rep¬ 
orter- he is entitled to bigger and better 
papers. 


politics, deceit, pay-offs, seduction and slan¬ 
der, protonsiously waving "the flag" with unc¬ 
tuous "patriotism" to hide his venalities i En¬ 
ough to make more honest newspapermen blush, 
as often did his single media friend, Damon 
Runyon. As a young reporter, NEHS-LETTER's 
senior editor once reached Winchell at his "of¬ 
fice" - New York's SV»rk Club - with a story 
about a young Texas Congressman. A man claim- ^ 
ing to represent the famous muckraker later 
called back to find out how much the Congress¬ 
man might be willing to pay "us" not to print 
it, so the story was forwarded, instead, to the 
old International News Service. The Congress¬ 
man: Dyndon Johnson. But NEVE-LETTER digress¬ 
es. Suffice it to say that if "gossip" of the ■■ 
Hinchell kind is beyond "B.K. *s" talents, it 
is also beneath her sense of honesty; hence, 
no criticism of Southern Inyo Hospital until 
such criticism can be justified in the light 
of proven fact. Last week, "oraie' and company" 
were scolded, or more accurately scalded, in 
another reader's letter which took to task 
their decision to increase the hospital's pri¬ 
ces. The figures tend to show that had a cost 
increase been initiated long ago, the hospit¬ 
al may have avoided the near-bankruptcy which 
it suffered, - an unhappy fact of 1978 life. 

Mr. ^airs was personally attacked by the an¬ 
onymous writer who suggested that the board 
chairman spends too much time on the greens 
at Mt. Whitney golf club - in NEWS-LETTER's 
view an enviable pastime, and certainly an in¬ 
nocent one. Here the editors paid no more for 
their services and time than are the hospital 
boaril members, they might themselves develope 
a hankering for the links, although they nev¬ 
er broke 96 in their lives.) 

"BEST MEDICAL CARE" AND 
"TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO" 


- Gene $witzer 
Olancha 

(Editors' note: Switzer's letter is one 
of several critical of the administration 
of Southern Inyo Hospital. His is the first 
that has arrived on our desk signed. NEWS¬ 
LETTER'S "good aid honest reporter" (’who, 
we agree, is entitled to a "bigger and bet¬ 
ter" paper), has been unable to Substanti¬ 
ate any of the serious criticisms of the 
hospital, and he suggests that Mr. Finney's 
merits not be measured in terms of the num¬ 
ber of miles he mist drive to work, a com¬ 
mon condition in Inyo County. NETS-LETTER 
is of the opinion that all "news! 1 is mere¬ 
ly gossip writ large, that "news! 1 is what 
people are interasted in. NEWS-LETTER, in 
that sense, regrets to hear that'Mr. Swit¬ 
zer is "befuddle, befogged, and lost," but 
will find reassurance in the fact that he 
is no more so than, say, NEWS-LETTER's rep¬ 
roductions. In regard to "Winchell," it may 
be truthfully added that the facis that 
have cane to light since his demise imply 
that he was indeed a "master" - of power 


Dear Ms. Kessler: 

The .article, "ICEMA Cometh" elicits a' 
response from people such as we. 

Having moved to Inyo County this past 
November, we began a search for a physician to 
continue the preventive medical program we be¬ 
lieve essential for a quality life. It may 
shock younger persons (who are not yet realiz- »• 
ing what happens to the human structure after 
middle age) to learn there is no possible way 
to have a thorough physical examination in this" 
community unless you are an "old-timer," well- 
known to the medical fraternity. Upon calling 
various physicians, the answer from the recep¬ 
tionist is blunt: The doctor is not giving phy¬ 
sicals. 

As much as we loathe the idea of a Nat¬ 
ional Health Program, we would welcome inter¬ 
vention at this time to give us as one of those 
"every American(s) is entitled to the best med¬ 
ical care possible" appointments. I would sug¬ 
gest that in this area, Ungwall's admonition, 
"He will tell them what to do" is essential. 

How can an emergency hospital physician treat 

(See FORUM, Page $) 
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an ill patient optimally when there is no medi¬ 
cal history? And, I might add, at a price of 

There is a rumble among many citizens in 
this area that it is time for a grand jury in¬ 
vestigation of Bishop's medical situation. How 
do we initiate such an activity? 

- Mrs. Glenn H. Goodenough 

(Editor's Note: Welcome to Inyo County - 
- and its continuing medical problems. It 
is clear, as in Mrs. Goodenough's case, 
that Inyo's medical complex needs more and 
better of everything to serve its graving 
and more affluent population. (Affluent 
except in the case of its older members.) 
Ongoing discord.... and complaints within 
the hospitals themselves, shortages of 
doctors and personnel, high costs - all 
contribute to the general malaise. NEWS¬ 
LETTER feels, however, that an increase of 
bureaucrats does not necessarily presuppose 
an increase in health and medical service. 

It may be that more doctors would be at¬ 
tracted here if the political climate were 
itself in better health. (Witness the on¬ 
going crises in the hospitals.) In answer 
to Mrs. Goodenough's closing question, it 
might be pointed out that there are state 
agencies and medical boards which, presum¬ 
ably, serve to watch over our medical ac¬ 
tivities. Better still, an aroused local 
public may be a.ble to change things when 
it haggles less over where hospital admin¬ 
istrators reside, and turns instead to lar¬ 
ger issues of intelligent medical service. 

If medical costs are now very high, the in¬ 
trusion of federal money, and its adminis¬ 
tration, can only serve to make them high¬ 
er. Keep trying: There are still some very 
good doctors in Inyo who will provide the 
services and the examination you want. Bet¬ 
ter still, send us a list of the physicians 
who refuse to give you any needed medical 
attention.) 



"THE PAIN, DOCTOR, SEEMS TO 
BE SOMEWHERE DOWN BETWEEN 
MV BOARDUS POLIT IC.US AND ' 
MY PUBLICUS CRlTlCUS,,, ALSO 
THE ETLLUM COLLECTOR HURTS 
LIKE HELL/' 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO NEWS-LETTER 


INYO'S NEW VSO 

WITH RELUCTANT REMEMBRANCE OF HORRORS PAST, 
THE NEW VETERANS' OFFICER GOES TO WORK 

T HE MARINES HAD NOT MADE MUCH HEADWAY. AFTER 
two days of blistering battle, there on 
the Saipan, beach, they had managed to ex¬ 
tend their tactical perimeter only about 200 
yards inland, and this at heavy cost. The Jap¬ 
anese had been dug in for years and now their 
small arms and mortar fire furiously ripped in¬ 
to the flesh of man and machine. Barely inland 
from the beach a group of Marines were just as 
furiously trying to repair the damage, get it 
out of the way of the incoming rounds, or evac¬ 
uate it. In the work gang was a young Californ¬ 
ian who survived the first assault v/ave and 



was now busy with the wounded. Suddenly, as the 
small-arms fire and the mortar explosions in¬ 
creased, he was lying on the ground bleeding 
there in the sun, completely conscious. He was 
surprised. He began hollering for help, but the 
other men had somehow gone away as if they'd 
vanished in the mortar blast. In all that crowd 
he was strangely alone, yelling there for help. 

The sun kept shining. There was a light 
breeze carrying more smoke than air, and thirty 
minutes passed. "They were gone. I never found 
them," he wondered y~>- or-so years later. 

Finally, a tractor chugged into the area, 
someone found him, patched him up as much as 
possible, and carried him away. A hell of a • 
way, one might think, to earn your credentials 
for a county job. And there wa3 more; out of 
the hospital at Honolulu, he was shipped back 
to war, this time to Iwo, the assault there, 
and, as he watched, the famous flag-raising on 
Iwo's Mt. Suribachi (They did it twice, for the' 
benefit of the photographers). 

"I guess I'm just stupid," says Bishop's 
■William "Bill" Hastings, who recently took ov¬ 
er as Inyo's new veterans service officer, "but 
I never had any fear." ' 

When the big plane, the Enola Gay, was 
being loaded with fissionable material that 
would end the war, Hastings was helping to load 
the barges planned for the assault on the Jap¬ 
anese mainland. Then, after it wa3 all over, 
somebody told him he had a 20$ disability from 
the Saipan wounds, and he could go home. But 
they'd let him go through all that other gun¬ 
fire before they made the decision. 

Horae he went, a returned Marine corporal, 
after 20 hellish months. Then he went to school 

(See NEW VSO, Page 6) 
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NETT VSO, Continued 

or, more accurately, schools: USC, UCLA, Cal 
Poly and Barstow College, from which he earned 
some 200 units including law, accounting and 
a lot more - and no degree* Somewhere between 
USC and Barstow he met, and married, Carolyn 
PLyley. The family grew to three daughters as 
time went by and they had all moved to the Ow¬ 
ens Valley* 

A year ago, the veterans organizations 
of Inyo County (to which Hastings had paid on¬ 
ly passing interest, back in the 60 's) began 
their campaign to unseat the former veterans 
officer, Jim Kelley. After months of meetings, 
complaints, public hearings and a grand juiy 
investigation, Kelley resigned and the county 
advertised for applications for a replacement* 

"I just knew,” said Hastings last week, 
’•that that job was for me." He won out over 
two t other ii nalists• 

In his first days on the job, Hastings 
scheduled meetings with the veterans "to get 
introduced," As for the procedures in the vets* 
office, which had drawn the fire of the grand 
jury, they were left in good shape by Kelley, 
according to the county administrator, John 
K. Smith. Hastings says he'll be using "pret¬ 
ty much the same system." 

Although the veterans office is (in £n- 
yo County, at least) a relatively obscure one, 
it deals nonetheless with money and benefits 
that go to veterans. Hastings was asked if he 
recognized the emotionally explosive nature of 
such a sensitive post. "Yes," he replied, "It 
is very strong. Money is important to veterans 
just like it is to all of us. And government 
is slow. The benefits to widows and depend¬ 
ents can bo a problem - and often those in need 
don't apply as 3oon as they could - or they 
don't know to what they are entitled." 

What, if any, are the problems beyond 
those? One rests with the veterans themselvesj 
Hastings, pointing out that "the war", or one 
of them anyway, was a long time ago, and he 
has a problem in determining what the individ¬ 
ual veteran's history really is. "Many of them 
have forgotten the details of their service, 
and it would speed things up a lot if we had 
this information immediately." 

"Forgotten"? Yes. Who, after all, clings 
to the unhappy remembrance of a Saipan beach¬ 
head ? (It took two calls and a visit to drag 
out the details contained in the first para¬ 
graph of this story.) As for -the records, how 
many soldiers carry around with them all the 
papers - the folded black-on-white sheet3 that 
certify, sometimes cruelly, those horrors past? 

As Kelley and Hastings know, the going 
can get rough digging into That. 
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NEWS BFIEFS, Continued 

AN INTRUDER WHO BROKE UP A SATURDAY NIGHT CABD 
game at Independence was taken to Southern In¬ 
yo Hospital with wounds he suffered when hit 
with kn axe handle. The victim was identified 
by a witness as Doug Worley, 26, who got in 
a fight with Bob Walker, also 26, owner of 
the house where the game was going on. 'Walker 
was jailed on assault charges, Worley was re¬ 
leased after treatment at the hospital. 

OUTDATED BUMPER STICKER*"ON A DWP CAR FLOY/ING • 

through floodwaters: "Conserve W a ter." 

BAD Y/EATHER, SUNDAY BUSINESS, EVEN ILLNESS, 
may no longer prove sufficient excuses for the 
neglect of spiritual inspiration in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty - not, at least, for those with tape play¬ 
ers. Bishop's Lon Mabon, editor of the High 
Sierra Epistle, a Christian newsletter, says 
he has "the pa?feet way" for the county's 
Christians to hear Biblical teachings "every 
day while doing your homework or driving to 
work." For 25 cents Mabon offers the use of a 
taped sermon, for a week. He has built a tape 
library of more than a hundred tapes by local 
and nationally-known speakers, available at 
his bookshop, 586 West Line, in Bishop. Prom¬ 
ises M a bon: "A sermon a day keeps the devil 
away." 

AIRBORNE NATIONAL GUARD AND FISH & GAME 0FFIC- 
ials flew over Mono Lake's Negit Island early 
this week, mapping plans to blow up or dredge 
a channel between Negit and the lakeshore. Re¬ 
ceding lake waters have left a land bridge to 
Negit, leaving its gull rookery vulnerable to 
predators from the shore. Since the 1930's, 
the once-huge lake has dwindled to a compara¬ 
tive puddle of salty brine, due to the divers¬ 
ion of its feedstreams into the Los Angeles 
aqueduct system. Conservation groups are be¬ 
hind the effort to save the rookery which is 
considered the second largest in the world. 

The channel work was to be completed sometime 
this week. _ _ _ 1 

IN HOPES THEY MIGHT CLARIFY INYO COUNTY'S Dis¬ 
tressingly inadequate zoning code, the supervis¬ 
ors and the district attorney have proposed a 
plan to hire a "second-or-third-year" law stu¬ 
dent to look into the code. D.A. "Buck" Gibbons 
says that for "seven or eight hundred a month" 
such a student mi$it be hired during the sum¬ 
mer months. "We can't do it (revamp the zoning 
laws) with the people we've got without letting_ 
something else slide." But some observers ex¬ 
press the view that a more experienced legal 
mind may be required to untangle the complexi-, 
ties of the present code. The administration, 
and Gibbons, already had someone in mind for 
the job: Jamie Weber, a second-year law student 
now associated with the county's special coun¬ 
sel Antonio Rossmann. 

"ICEMA," THE INLAND COUNTIES EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
Authority, got a better reception as the sup>- 
ervisors heard more on its proposed program in 
Inyo. Before the board was Joyce Schwinn who 
explained that ICEMA's $L00,000 budget will go 
toward "emergency medical training," and not, 
as many believed, for equipment or "expenses." 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Back Page) 
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CETA PROGRAM, Continued 


"questioned" whether he should release them# 

He did, however, and Duncan said over the week¬ 
end that she is going through them to establish 
the eligibility of people hired on the program. 

In the past several months the hiring 
records have been in the hands of Bernasconi 
and the CETA schools program director, Dennis 
Tope. Contacted Friday, Tope denied any prob¬ 
lem within the records system. "I think the 
complaints are unfounded," he said. 

Questioned about missing records. Tope, 
who was hired seven months ago, said the rec¬ 
ords are at the Big fine Continuation School 
(Camp Inyo) with Carl Schmidt who had previ¬ 
ously directed the jobs program for the school 
office. The county CETA office assumed respon¬ 
sibility for the schools program last October, 
and since then, says Duncan, her office has had 
a !*continuing lack of co-operation" from the 
school office. She said records prior to last 
October 1 are '•inadequate." 

School Board President John Treacy said 
he "has been waricing" on the problem, and that 
the school board met with Bernasconi several 
weeks ago to discuss the allegations that rec¬ 
ords were incomplete and that hiring policies 
were out of line with state regulations. He 
said Tope should be hiring workers through the 
Employment Development Department at Bishop, 
and that the Manpower Planning Council (which 
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directs CETA in Inyo) had directed Tope to 
use the EDD office as a labor source. But 
the employment office director. Rich Camilli- 
eri said that only once was his office contac¬ 
ted for a worker. "Generally, he hasn't been 
using EDD," said ^amillieri, "until last week," 
or after the state began its look into the lo¬ 
cal school office practices. 

The school board president sees the is¬ 
sue as another question of "lines of authori¬ 
ty" between the school board and Superintend¬ 
ent Bernasconi. Treacy said Bernasconi hired 
Tope without board authority, an act which 
"actually amounted to creating a new position^' 
Treacy confirmed that between the superinten¬ 
dent 's office and Tope, and the county CETA 
office, there "may be a lack of communication 
and cooperation." 

Duncan saw the state investigation as a 
"warning" to the schools office and said she 
had been told by a state representative that 
if the school records could not be verified 
and in order, control of the school project 
may be placed in other hands. 

Tope, a former secondary schools teacher 
from West Covina is in his late 30's. In ans¬ 
wer to the suggested claims that there had 
been favoritism in hiring, he said he "doesn't 
really hire anyone," and merely refers appli¬ 
cants to employers. "I've only been here for 
seven months," he said, "and I wouldn't know 
anyone to involve in favoritism." Tope main¬ 
tains that he does woric through the EDD office. 
Asked if he knows the cause of the complaints 
he said, "No, I sure don't." 


ELECTION POST-MORTEM, Continued 

which "personal" everything was venerated as a 
kind of populist diety, and in which "depers¬ 
onalization" as manifested in a computerized 
society was a bionic devil. "I would like,"says 
Pearson, "to promote more direct communication 
betv/een the council and the people. I am sens¬ 
itive to their needs and wants. People want to 
have their opinions acknowledged and respect¬ 
ed." Pearson, skeptical of too much "formaliz¬ 
ed" education, nonethe¬ 
less is a reader and he 
takes on such abstract 
heavies as Carlos Cast¬ 
aneda, finding value in 
it "’where it can be ap- 
plied in the real world." 

Councilwoman Fish¬ 
er would carry the idea 
«of personal communicat¬ 
ion even further. Seated 
last Wednesday in the 
" oak-furnished living room 
of her Hanby Street A- 
frame (There had been a 
party there the night be¬ 
fore with "everyone" in¬ 
vited), she proposed a 
"telephone network." Ex¬ 
plaining, she said she 
intends to "call people 
and ask them to call as 
many people as they can, 
to maintain contact. 

"Then I can go to the council and know 
that X number of people have a certain opinion. 1 ' 
That might solve the problem, Fisher thinks. 




ox psopj.e "geuxang discouraged ..vu &xvxug 
input in to the city co uncil...encouraged if it 

1 was expedient." 

What, then, are 
they discouraged about, 
she was asked. Her ans¬ 
wer* "Inflation and red 
tape." 

For those who may 
want to reach her Then 
she is not personally a- 
vailable, she would also 
install a telephone mes¬ 
sage machine. 

There is talk, ver¬ 
ified in part, that Pear¬ 
son and Fisher "joined 
together" to achieve the 
city council victory. But 
Pearson says there was 
no "hand-in-hand cam® 
paigning," but he thinks 
that Fisher may have 
promoted him "in that I 
would be the one most 
likely for her to work 
with on tbhe council, but 


WINNER FISHER 
"X Number of people" 


that remains to be seen. I *m going into it witl 
a positive attitude." 

Some observers feel that Pearson would 
have been the natural choice for Fisher's sup- 
port, if for no other reason than the fact that 
all the incumbents had voted to fire her from 
the city cleric position. Soon after Tuesday's 
election results were in, at least one re¬ 
maining city councilman called Fisher at her 
home, suggesting "cooperation" and the estab- 
(See POST-MORTEM, Back Page) 

























Nb",/5 BRIEFS, Continued 

Schwinn also revealed that four counties share 
the budget (Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino and Riv¬ 
erside) and that the state had asked those 
counties not to re-apply for ICEMA next year, 
allowing the money to go to Orange County in¬ 
stead. "But I think we need to apply," warned 
the ICEMA. official. 

IN SEARCH OF MONEY TO FUND ITS SERVICES TO AN 
estimated 7000 youths in the high desert area, 
the Southern Sierra Council of the Boy Scouts 
has begun its annual membership drive. Janie 
Trizinsky (Box 52, Independence) is in charge 
of area contributions. 

D'.TP P0.7ER CUSTOMERS WILL BE ASKED TO PAY A 10$ 
increase in the rates they now pay, to help 
finance DWP's interest in a coal-powered elec¬ 
tric generating plant at St. Johns, Arizona. 
Even as the DVfP proposed the rate increase, it 
announced a "budget cut" in its other expend¬ 
itures, down $U2.8 million from $1,152 bill¬ 
ion. 

FIVE ORANGE COUNTIANS DIED INSTANTLY FRIDAY 
night when a private plane took off from Mam¬ 
moth Lakes Airport, crashed into nearby high 
country and exploded. Rescuers fought their 
way through snow to reach the remote area and 
remove the victims. It was the second plane 
crash in a week in that area* a Bank of Ameri¬ 
ca courier plane also crashed, but its pilot 
walked away with.only minor injuries. 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM KETCHUM SAID IN A LETTER 


eastern sierra 



that he is "impressed and encouraged" by the 
"support and enthusiasm" shown among Inyo Coun- 
tians for his efforts to retrieve (from the 
Smithsonian Institute) the "Inyo Meteorite," 
found near Big Pine in 1922. Spearheading the 
project to get the meteorite (which would be 
set up in the courthouse foyer) is Henry Raub, 
former director of Eastern Sierra Museum. The 
meteorite issue came to light some months back 
after Raub got a terse turn-down from the nat¬ 
ional museum when he requested that the space 
rock be returned for display.here. 


POST-MORTEM, Continued 

lishment of council harmony. As the holder of 
a broad political base (509 to 362), Fisher 
was clearly in the position to deny or grant 
(which she did) such overtures for restored 
peace. For now, at least, she says she wants 
harmony, and few of her words carried any sug¬ 
gestion of re-opening old wounds. 

Not without influence in Inyo's 1978 el¬ 
ections is the Jarvis issue. It may turn out 
before the summer's over that at least a few 
candidates will rise or fall on their express¬ 
ed opinion of that issue. Says Pearson on "Jar¬ 
vis": "It's a reflection of the attitudes of A- 
merican citizens. That's the healthy aspect. 

I don't favor taking money away from education, 
and firing employees. But I like the idea of 
public entities being focused on. Let us judge 
for ourselvesj the common man is smart." 

Says Fisher: "I think the amendment will 
be passed. It will cut out excess baggage, pull 
the rug from under it all." 

Like the voters did up in Bishop, maybe? 
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